10.  Hampton Mine No. 3 liberates large quantities of
methane, is considered a "hot" or gassy mine, and is subject
to section 103(i) spot inspections for methane.  Baisden
explained that when methane is liberated in the magnitude
found at Hampton No. 3 (between 436,000 to 500,000 cubic
feet in 24 hours), there is a high risk of an_explosion in
having impermissble openings>lof arcing electrical equipment.

11.  Based on his observations of the loose panel -cover
inspection plate without the required lock screw, Baisden
issued a section 104(a) citation alleging a violation of 30
CFR""$ 75.503.  Baisden stated that if the inspection, plate
fell off the shuttle car and methane or float coal dust was
present in the area, the exposed electrical contactors in
the panel would spark and could cause an explosion or fire.

12.  Baisden found that the condition was "significant
and substantial." He stated that because of the mine's
history of excessive methane liberation and his own personal
observations of shuttle car inspection plates falling off,
it was very likely that an injury would result from this
type of violation.  In the event of a mine explosion or
fire, up to nine miners working in the area could be killed
or seriously injured.

13.  An impermissible level of methane was not detected
during this inspection, but conditions could change quickly,
either because of a sudden change in the mine's ventilation
or because of a sudden liberation of methane.  Baisden noted
that a shuttle qar, because of its ability to travel up to
550 feet, was the most likely piece qf mine equipment to

tear down a ventilation curtain.  At the time of the inspection
the section was producing coal and the shuttle car was
energized and in active use.

14.  About 2 weeks later. Inspector Baisden returned to
Hampton No. 3 Mine.  Upon arriving at the 8 Right section,
Baisden observed that the lock screw was missing on the
electrical panel cover inspection plate of the No. 21 shuttle
car.  Baisden's notes indicate that this inspection plate,

as with the one on the No. 19 shuttle car, could be turned
by hand. Baisden stated that this condition would create
the same type of hazard and possible injuries as the condition
he observed as to No. 19 shuttle car.

116tating loose from the shuttle car.  Behind the
